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but none were written by the secretary. Later in that
year I went to Japan and saw Louis no more. In 1879
the sequence of plays was resumed with Antony and
Cleopatra, concerning which Jenkin wrote to me in
October as follows:

' I suppose we sent you playbills of Antony and Cleo-
patra, but on my word I do not remember what we did
or did not write. It was marvellously successful against
all the predictions of our company. Never, never, did I
see a more amusing sight than the faces of the company
when they were told what the play was to be and which
parts they were to have. I read the play as curtailed
and arranged to the gloomiest audience ever collected.
Hole and Louis Stevenson got up a little conspiracy to
get it thrown over, because, as they said, the part was
not good enough for Mrs. Jenkin. This is a little con-
densed but not exaggerated. Then Hole thought Eno-
barbus was not a part. Then another most daring idea
was letting Lewis Campbell, who had never acted in his
life, take Antony. This was atrociously bold, but we
had heard him read Shylock so well that we decided he
was our best chance, and he at least was partly happy,
but all his friends explained to him that he was a perfect
idiot to try, and that in fact he was making an old fool
of himself, so his pleasure was not unalloyed. Then
twenty-eight people were required in all, and all their
dresses had to be designed and arranged, and of course
they all thought they would be guys. And when Hole
first appeared he certainly was, and he was furious when
I told him the dress was very unbecoming, although he
had himself told me it was horrible. However I polished
him up till he was quite beautiful and strutted with
enormous satisfaction to himself and with the approval
of the house. Indeed I got all the men to look very well,
which is difficult with classical costume. I went for bare
knees and arms & la Highlander. This made an immense
difference from the usual stage Roman. Then I gave